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% 
7 1 | 


AND THERE 


— 
LN 


Court of ALDERMEN 


Right "VI ble, 
| \ Fi 7 many Sermons _ TE in Print, 


on the ſame occaſion, I hoped that 
This would not have added to - 
Number. But as it was Preach'd by you 

Lordſhip's Command ; ſo the Order of = 
Court over-ruld both my Fudgment and In- 


clination 


1 The Epiſtle Peltor, 


clination, in publiſbing i. I bumbly preſent 
it to you, heartily wiſhing that it may tend 
10 the promoting an honeſt Zeal for the Peace 
and Welfare of our Church and Nation , in 
oppoſetion to the Deſigns and Attempts 0 

our Romiſh Adverſaries which * M 

thing intended in the reading © yy 
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|  _PSAEM KI. iii, iv. - 
2, the Foundations be deftroyed, what can the Righteous do? 
Lord is in his holy Temple, the Lord's Throne ir in Hea- 
ven e his efes behold, his ege-lids try the Children of Men. 


= - = HIS P/alz: was penn d by David, probably whilſt 

: | he was under Perſecution from Saul, or as ſome 
conjecture, when his real, or Friends 
(it does not appear which) obſerving the altera- 

tion of the King's diſpoſition towards him, deſired him to 

retire from Court, and to betake himſelf to ſome place of 

greater ſecurity; which at the firſt he refus d to do, tho 

after ward it appeatd abſolutely neceſſary. With reſpect to 

their Advice, and his own preſent Judgment, he begins the 

Pſalm ; In the Lord put I my truſt : How ſay ye to my Soul, _ 

Flee as a bird to your Mountain. The reaſon of their Advice 

follows in the next Words; For lo, the wicked bend their ver. 2 

bow, they make ready their arrow upon the ſtring; that they may 

privily ſhoot at the upright in heart, As much as to ſay, 

« Whatſoever friendſhip Saul may as yet pretend towards 

« thee, he is certainly carrying on ſome ſecret Deſigns againſt 

e thee, and wants only a fair opportunity to execute them 

ce before thou art aware. And indeed, How can one truſt 

“him, or his Party, when once they have laid aſide 

« all regard to Juſtice and to Law, when they neither fear 

« Almighty God, nor think themſelves oblig d by any of 

his Precepts ? If the Foundations be thus deſtroyed, what can 

the Righteous do? To all which, David replies to the ſame 

purpote with what he had ſaid in the firſt Words of the 

Pſalm, The Lord is in his holy Temple, the Lord's Throne js 

in Heaven : his Eyes behold, his Eye-lids try the Children of 

Mer. As if he had ſaid, © I will not be in too great haſte 


* to flee, notwithſtanding all the juſt reafon I may 7 ſi >; & 
_ ulpe@ 
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ſuſpect ſome evil Deſigns againſt me; I will avoid giving 
any plauſible pretence to my Enemies to accuſe me: for 
my truſt is in God, who is greater than my Adverſaries ; 
* who beholds whatſoever they are doing or contriving, 
&« and can, if He pleaſeth, deliver me out of their Hands. 1 


In the Words we have a Queſtion, or rather, a Caſe pro- 
pos d ʒ and a plain and full Anſwer given to it. The Caſe 
propos d, is this, If the Foundations be deſtroped, what can the 
Righteous do? The Anſwer is, The Lord js in his holy Temple, 
the Lord's Throne is in Hevven : his Eyes behold, his Eye-lids 
try the Children of Men. 


In Treating on this Argument ſuitgbly to the deſign of 
this Day's Solemnity, the following Particulars, Will proper- 
ly fall under Conſideration. 


Firſt, What the Pſalmiſt means by Foundations. 


Secondly, How the Foundations may be ſaid to be de- 
ſiroyed. 


Thirdly, Wherein lies the difficulty and danger to Righ- 
teous Men, when the Foundations are thus deſtroyed. 


Fourthly, What is their remaining ground of Faith and 
Hope and Comfort in ſuch a Cale. 


In giving an Account of theſe Four Particulars, I ſhall en- 
deavour to take in all that the Text aims at, accommodating, 
as I go along, what I ſhall (ay, firſt to David's Caſe, who 
was the Author of this Pſalm; and then to our own, for 
whoſe ſake this and all other parts of Holy Scripture were 


written. 
| Firſt, 
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= the Lord May OL Nr. 3: 2 
rſt, We are to Conſider what the Pſalmiſt means by 
Foundations. And this will be eaſily underſtood, by re- 
flecting on the occaſion of this Expreſſion; which was, as [ 
obſery'd* before, the Attempt, or atleaſt the Deſign of Saul 
and his Party againſt David. On the one (ide, there was a 
King and his Miniſters : On the other ſide, a private Man 
and a Subject. Now the Forndations of Government, and 
conſequently of the Peace and Welfare of the Society 
which is Govern'd in general, and of every particular Mem- 


ber. thereof in particular, are the Laws. Theſe are the 


Rules by which both Governors and Subjects ought to Act, 
and upon Sp {o doing depends the welfare of both. The 
Laws are t Political N Building, what a Foundation is to a 
Material one, they ſupport and uphold it; inſomuch that 
whilſt chey are inviolably obſerv'd and maintain'd, the 
whole Building remains firm. and ſteady ; but if they be vi- 
olated or groſly neglected, it ſhakes, and tends to decay and 
run, Sg | 


By the Laws I underſtand in the firſt place, the Eternal 
and immutable Laws of Almighty God, thoſe which re- 
late to the fearing and reverencing the Divine Majeſty, and 
the exerciſing Truth and Juſtice and Charity towards 
Men; the great Fundamental Laws of Reaſon and Religion, 
thoſe whereby all the Children of Men are neceſſarily, con- 
ſtantly and equally oblig'd, whether placed in a higher or 
a lower Station. Theſe are in truth the Rules by which 
all Human Laws are to be model'd, and which give Autho- 
rity and Validity to them. 


But then beſides theſe great Laws of God, which are 


founded and given in Nature, there are moreover the 
Laws of each particular Country, which may be jultly 


term'd 
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tern d Foundations alſo, as the Peace and good Order of 7 
Human Society depend very much upon their obſervation. 


Theſe, as I have already hinted, ought to be made confor- 


mable to the Laws of God; but whereas the Divine, Laws 
are general and comprehenſive, there may be, and are 
needful in every State, particular Laws, proper for 
thoſe who are enter d into particular Societies, and 
live together upon certain Terms and Conditions. Theſe | 
are in a ſenſe, the Laws of God; foraſmuch, as they are 


Eſtabliſh'd by an Authority. deriv'd from Him, and in 


order to the promoting His Deſign, in making Men ſociable i 


Creatures, 5 


Thus in David's time, the Four 


ticular Precepts which were given them throughout the 
Law of Moſes, eſpecially ſuch as are ſtyl'd Judicial. Theſe 


were the Laws of their Countrey, Enacted by God himſcit, 
who was in an eſpecial manner their King and Legiſlator, 8 
and did by his Servant Moſes publiſh ſuch Laws as were pro- 
per for that People. Theſe were the Foundations of they 


Jewiſh Government, the Statute-Laws of that Realm, upon 
the Obſervation of which their Peace. and Proſperity, de- 
pended. And therefore as all the [raelites were ſtrictly ob. 
lig d by them, ſo it is remarkable what Moſes gives in Charge 


peut. 17. concerning the King himſelf. I ſhall be when he ſetteth upon 


18, 


19, 
20. 


that he may prolong his days in his Kingdom, &c. Ii 


the Throne of his Kingdom, that he ſhall write him a Copy of this 
Law in a Book, ont of that which is before the Prieſts the Levites 
And it ſhall be with him, and he ſhall read therein all the dt 
of his life ;, that he may learn to fear the Lord his Gad, to keep al 


\ the words of this Law and theſe Statutes, todo them. To the end 


im welt in the fit M 
place thoſe primary Laws of God which I firſt mention d, 
which were ſummarily, delivered to the _ Fews by. God 
himſelf in the Decalogue, which is a brief Recapitulation 
of the Moral Law. And next to theſe were alt thoſe par- 
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If we proceed to apply this to our own Cale, the Founda- 
tions with us are in like manner primarily the Divine Laws, | 
written firſt in our Hearts, and tranſcribed into the Holy 
Scriptures, in which we may tind all the Laws of Nature 
confirm'd, throughout the New Teſtament, as well as the 
Old; and indeed more plainly and fully in the New, our 
| Bleſſed Saviour having aſſured us, that He came not to deſtroy pat. 5. 
the Law: but to fulfil. There we find the two great comprehen- 17. 
five Precepts, of loving God and our Neighbour, fully Ex- 
plain d, and urg d upon us with the moſt forcible Arguments. 


And next to theſe are the Laws of our Country, for 
which we of this Nation have been always famous, as be- 
ing Govern'd not by Arbitrary Will and Power, butby wiſe 
and wholſome Laws, fram d deliberately and with common 
Conſent ; which, next to the Laws of God, are the great 
ſecurity of the Properties and Rights of the whole Body in 
general, and of each Member in particular. Theſe are the 
Foundations of our Peace and Welfare, according to the 
ſenſe of the Expreſſion in the Text. Let us proceed there- 
fore to Conſider, | 


Secondly, How theſe Foundations may be ſaid to be de- 
ſirozed. And the reſolution of this Enquiry is ealy ; viz. If 
the Laws before-mention'd be notoriouſly violated, or groſly 
neglected. If the generality of Men in any Society, and 
eſpecially if thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is to encourage Virtue 
and good Order therein, caſt off the Fear of Almighty God, 
and give themſelves up to their Luſts and Paſſions, not 
conſideritig what is Reaſonable and Juſt and Good; but 
making their own. lawleſs Inclinations and arbitrary Wills, 
the Rules of their Actions. If they throw off all regard to 
their Fellow- creatures; and ſet up their private Intereſt or 
Pleaſure againſt the good of the Society they live in, ot any 
| walk B 2 parti 
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particular Members of it. If they loſe a juſt ſenſe of the dif-. 
ference between Right and Wrong, Good and Evil; and 

can once allow themſelves without remorſe to be falſe, un- 
juſt, unmercitul and oppreſſive, whenſoever they account jt | 
their Advantage, or habe a ſtrong Propenſion to be ſo. I 
they begin to reckon. themſelves above the as Q their 


Country, and. by degrees to deſpiſe and trample upon them; . 
and are at the ſame time either ſo ſubtile as to evade them, 


or ſo great as not to ſtand in awe of them. In theſe Caſes 
the Foundations are deſtroyed. 

And thus it was in David's time, when Sul and his Cour- 
tiers, and all that deſign d to make their Court to him, ſet them- 


Plal. 59.4. ſelves againſt David, not for any, fault of his, as he lomctimes 


expreſſeth himſelf;butmeerly from Jealouſy, Envy and cauſe; 
74 Hatred; as fully appears by all the Hiſtory we have of 
that matter, in the firſs Bookof Sammel, and by many of thoſe 
Pſalms which David penn d on purpoſe to aſſert his own 
Innocency, appealing to God, the diſcerner of Hearts, and 
the Righteous Judge of all Men, and ſolemnly proteſting, 
that he had not willingly given any offence; but had en- 
deavour'd by all means poſſible, to oblige thoſe who were 
become his Enemies and Perſecutors without ,4 Cauſe. And 
that which made it an entire deſtruction of Foundations was, 
that this Enmity and Perſecution were carried on againſt 
him by thoſe, from whom there lay no Appeal but to God 
only. Thoſe, whoſe Duty it was to have vindicated him, 
if he had been injared by Men of lower Rank, were them- 
{clves in this inſtance the great Violators of the Laws. 


And if we paſs from David's to our own Caſe, the Four 
dations with us may be ſaid tp be deſtrozed, when either the 
Divine Laws, or thoſe of our Country are 1a like manner | 
notoriouſly tranſgreſsd, eſpecially when they are con- 
temn'dand trampled upon. | Thus 
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; Thus in that Inſtance, which was the firſt occafion of 
; 


s Day's Solemnity, the Laws of God and of the Realm 


U 
« 
y 


nere horribly violated by the Conſpirators, when that bar- 
3 W615 and inhuman Attempt was made, for the ſudden de- 
It ] rliction of fo many innocent Perſons, and thoſe not of the 
ir WW mon for, bur f the higheſt Rank and Quality, whoſe 


+ 4.4 


n; ves were of the greateſt importance to the welfare of the 
m, ingdom. This certamly was an inſtance of the utmoſt 
[cs ¶ Contempt poſlible, offer d not only to the Laws of this par- 


W te plaineſt Laws of God, moſt clearly written in the 
earts and Conſctences of all Men; when all the Rules of 
aiice and Charity, of Ingenuity and Humanity were tranſ- 
ed at once; beſides the greateſt Indignity offer d to Al- 
Wichty God, whilſt the moſt inhumane . Cruelty towards 


je; 
of en was contriv'd, and almoſt executed, out of a pretend- 
ole I Zeal for his Glory. Good God! That Human Nature, 
n i hich was created Gentle, Mild and Compaſlionate, ſhould 
nd er be vitiated to ſuch a degree, as to become capable of 
Ng, gaging in ſuch a Diabolical Contrivance, a Villany that 
ours of Hell, much more than of Earth, as procceding 
ere N Om the Rage and Cruelty; the Hatred and Malice, the re- 
nd Hordes and irreconcileable Temper of Devils, not of Men! 


nd yet, which aggravates all, That this Execreable Deſign 
ould have been carried on in the Name of the Bleſſed 
od, and under pretence of Propagating the Pure and 
eaceable Religion of the Holy Jeſs .the-meek and gentle 
4b of God; and by the Contrivance of thoſe very Men 
fo have the Impudence to entitle themſelves to his Sacred 
lame, even that very Name which imports Salvation to 
ge Sons f Men! How long, O Lord, Holy and rue, e re 
ou be aveng d on ſuch a Generation as this! NSthigs leſs 
an infinite Patience could have ſuffer d this Race A Men 
long to have diſturbd the Peace of the Chriſtian World. 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus was the Son of God, the Saviour of Men 
that could engage in ſuch a Miſcheivous and Deteſtable 
Enterprize, muſt be of their father the Devil; for Theſe, i 
any, are his Works. Jeſus, the Son of God, came not to d U 
ſtroy Mens lives, but to ſave them: Theſe Wretches, ther WP" 
Impoſtors therefore, that aſſume his Name, and yet coul( 

ſuade themſelves to be Agents in this Conſpiracy, mul 

Rev. 9.11, be the ſervants of that King of the Bottomleſs Pit, hot 
name is Abaddon, and who is the Deſtroyer, not the Savioy 

of Mankind. If that Jeſs, whom the Chriſtians profeſs to 
Worſhip, were in truth what theſe Men repreſent him, if hi 
Religion own'd and abetted the Frauds and Cruelties which 

they have exercis d, and were to be Propagated by ſuch 
Barbarous Methods as they have ſet on foot; I ſhould na 

doubt to pronounce, that it would be much more defir: 

| able to live and die an honeſt Pagan, than ſuch 4 Chr 
| ſtian. 7 wh ** 4 1 4 5 i 
Tis true, This was not after all; as in Davids Caſe, tui N ooſ. 

Act of thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it was to Execute Juſtice up 

on Tranſgreſſors; but only of Private Men, of Undutiti 

Subjects againſt their Lawful Governors; (tho tis we 

known that theſe were ſet on and back d by Perſons of hig 

eſt Rank and Authority in other Nations; ) but leaſt wt 

ſhould want an Inſtance that might come fully up to tha 

of the Text, they have ſince taken effectual care to furnil 

us with one, I mean, with that, which is made the ſecont 

Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity; wherein our Foundation 

were deſtroyed, at eaſt upon the point of being ſo, even by 

thoſe whoſe proper Buſineſs it was to maintain them; 

viz. When in contradiction to the Laws of God and ou 

Country 2 Falſe Religion, and an Arbitrary Governmen 

were Y ſetting up by our Governors themſelves; and whe 

ſuch were cull'd out for the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, ant 

Execi 
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e, if 


0 de Þ generality of Proteſtants and Engliſhmen, and is ſtill very 


ne 3 reſh in our Memor ies. 1 proceed therefore to Conſider > | 
7 | Thirdly, Wherein the Difficulty and Danger lies as to 


Righteous Men, when the Foundations are thus deſtroyed. 


Bion 
205 to 
if his 
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ſuch 
d na 
eſire 


That there is great Difficulty and Danger to ſuch, is im- 
ply'd in the Queſtion which the Text puts; If the Found ati- 
ps be deſtroyed, what cam the Righteous do ? The Laws of God 
ay a reſtraint upon the, Conſcience, and bind the Inward- 

an; and if they are obſerv'd, all Righteous Men are ſecure : 

lay, if Men have thrown off the obligations of Conſcience, 
hey are ſtill capable of. being reſtrain'd as to their Actions, 
by the force of Human Laws. But if once Men are broke 
ooſe from theſe Bonds too, what ſecurity can the innocent 
and good Man expect? Eſpecially if thoſe who ſhould in- 
lict the Penalties which the Laws denounce againſt Evil- 
oers, are themſelves the chief Tranſgreſſors. There is no 
uman Fence againſt that Man, ho has no Religion, or 
a Religion that is as oppoſite to the peace and welfare of 
ichteows Men, as none at all; againſt him, who has no 
ruth, no Juſtice, * no Humanity; and who moreover 
knows how to eſcape by Policy, or Power, the Penalties 
yhich the Laws of his Country, threaten Tranſgreſſors 
vith. + +1 1 . Stttktet aoiki 54 6 
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And thus again it was in David's Caſe. He ſpent ſeve- 
al Years in the utmoſt danger of his Lite, ngt being ſafe 
vithin his own Doors, nor in his Bed, nor at laſt within 
his own Country; but being compelld to flee from one 
Country to another, to wander up and down in Wilder- 

neſles, 


End apprehended and own'd to be ſo at that time, by the 
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eſfes, and hide himſelf in Caves, and ſometimes, to -ſhel f 
rer*hitniſelf under the Protection of Foreign Princes; till © 
it pleas d God to interpoſe on his behalf. He was at fir . 
in imminent danger from the ſecret Contrivances of his E 0 
mies; and afterwards, from their open Violence; of boi .. 
which he 10 often complains both to God and Men, in th ,, 
Book. of P/alms. 1 N e e ks i 

And to apply this again to our own Caſe. In the Con = 
ſpiracy of this Day, in the Age of our Fathers, ſuch wa tha 
the Nature of that Accurſed Plot, that it could not | hail p; 
enter d into the Heart of any but the Conſpirators themſelve — 
to have ſuſpected it. As for them, they had no manner of (;. 
reſtraint upon their Conſcinces, being verily perſwade Ipr 
from the Principles they had imbib d, that they were perforn 
ing an acceptable Service to God. Neither did the Laws oft x 
Land lay a ſufficient Reſtraint upon them, partly becauſe and 
their great ſecrecy they hoped to eſcape diſcovery ; and parti 6 
becaule, if they ſhould be detected, they reckon'd that the iy; 
ſhould fuffer as Martyrs, for one of the beſt of Caul 7;,,, 
They had moreover bound themſelves and one anotbe 5, 
with the moſt Sacred Tyes, the moſt effectual Method the f 
could have taken to ſilence their Conſciences, if th . 
ſhould begin at any time to relent. In a word, Their I there 

duſtry was equal to their ſubtilty, and theit Fraud to theſ all th. 
Malice, by which means their Deſign was brought juſt H to E 
the point of Execution, and then not detected but in a veſ his K; 
unlikely and ſurprizing manner. And in ſuch Circun He ag 
ſtances as theſe, What could the Righteous do? taking 
the le 


And tha ſame Queſtion may be repeated with reſpect ¶ ſnce x 
the latter Inftance alſo in our Days. We cannot forget ho | 
very little hope remain'd of preventing the entire Subve 


fion of our Conſtitution, together with the total b 
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ſuppreſſion of rhe Reformed Religion, both here, and 
throughout all Europe. The matter was manag d, I will 
not ſay with that Art and Skill; but rather with that 
ſeeming Authority and Power, that we had no way left 
to help our ſelves, had not the Divine Providence 
excited and ſent hither a Neighbouring Prince, to be the 
glorious Inſtrument of our Deliverance, the only Prince 
in the World that had Authority and Intereſt, Pru- 
dence and Courage and Goodneſs enough to interpoſe. 
When the Foundations were again thus deſtroyed, and 
that by the Maſter-builders themſelves, What could the 
Righteous have done ? What courſe could Proteſtants 
and Engliſhmen have taken at that time, and in thoſe 
Circumſtances ? Which brings me to the /aft particular 
propos d, namely, to Conſider, 


Fourthly, What is the remaining ground of Faith 
and Truſt and Comfort to Righteous Men in ſuch a 
Caſe. And the Anſwer to this is contain'd in the fol- 
lowing Words of my Text; The Lord is in his Holy 
Temple, the Lord's Throne is in Heaven : his Eyes behold, 
bis Eye-lids try the Children of Men. | 


Heaven is the great Palace or Temple of | Fehovah , 
there his Throne 1s plac'd, and there He 1s attended by 


Ian the great Miniſters of his Will, who are moſt ready 
W to Execute whatſoever He Commandeth throughout 


bis Kingdom. It is from that high and holy Place that 
He as it were looks down upon this Earth, ſeeing and 
taking notice of every thing that is done here. Nor is it 
the leaſt difficulty to him to obſerve all the Actions, 


W lince He diſcerns the Contrivances, and is ' intimately 


xquainred with all the inward Thoughts of Men; ſo 


chat nothing can be conceal'd from him, He beholds all 


C as 


— 
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as it were with one glance of his Eye: And foraſmuch, — 
as He is himſelf Righteous, and /oveth Righteouſneſs in all da 
others; but hates the wicked and violent Man, as the in 
Verſe 3, . Pſalmiſt declares in the following Words, He muſt ne- hit 

ceflarily be ſuppos d to take eſpecial Care of Righteous Wi 1 
Men, and to reward the Wicked according to their de- Go 
ſerts. So that in ſhort, tis the Conſideration of the Di- cat 
vine Providence managing the Affairs of the Univerſe, e 
together with the ſeveral Attributes of the Divine Na- del 
ture, particularly, the Omniſcience, the Power, the Wh *-+ 
Truth, the Righteouſneſs and the Goodneſs of God, ven 
which yields ſatisfaction to the Minds of Righteous Men, WR ”-* 
under all the Difficulties and Dangers they are exposd del 
to in a bad World. This is a ſolid Foundation of 
Truſt and Hope, and Comfort, tho' the Foundations & 
| before-mention'd ſhould be deftroyed. However ſecret like 
| and artificial the Contrivances of their Enemies may be, 21! 
they all lie open to the view of the Almighty, The He 
Thal. 139, 12. darkneſs hideth not from him : but the Night ſhineth as the 
Day; the darkneſs and the light are both alike to hi. 
However great and potent their Enemies may be, God EU 
is ſtill greater, his Dominion is Univerſal, and his 10e 
Power Infinite. And altho' they may have caſt off “ © 
all regard to the Laws of God and Man, the Righte- ate, 
ous Nature of God is an Immutable and Eternal Law edu 
to. himſelf, from which he can never in the leaſt ma 


vary. 


And this was manifeſtly the foundation of Davids A 
Truſt, in the midſt of all his Difficulties, as appears on 
fully not only from this Pſalm, but from many. others hake 
alſo, which abound with expreſſions of his Depen- 

daance 
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dance upon Almighty God, and his entire Confidence 

in him. Nor was his Expectation fruſtrated; for as 
himſelf expreſſes it to the praiſe and honour of God, 

In his aj he called upon the Lord, and cryed unto his Pf 18. 6, 16, 
God. He heard his voice out of his Temple, and his cry 17, 18. 
came before him, even into his Ears. He ſent from above, 

he took him, yea he drew him out of many waters. He 
deliverexl him from his ſtrong Enemy, and from them that 
hated him; when they were too ſtrong for hint. The pre- 
vented him in the day of his calamity; but the Lord was 

his Stay. He brought him forth alſo into a large place; he 
delivered him, becanſe he delighted in him. 


Nor was this David's Caſe alone; but it is the Caſe 


— likewiſe of every Rzghteow and good Man, who in any 
be, Diſtreſs calls upon God, and commits his Cauſe to him. 
ene may reſt aflur'd, that God will hear his Prayer, and 
e either deliver him from, or ſupport him under his 


Troubles. And therefore the Pſalmif# concludes that 
P/alm with thoſe remarkable Words, Great deliverance verſe, 50. 
iwveth he to his King; and ſheweth mercy to his Anointed, 
to David, and to his ſeed for evermore. All good Men 

are, according to Chriſtian Interpretation, comprehend- 

aw Ned under the Expreſſion of the ſeed of David; they are fo 

eaſt Nin a Spiritual ſenſe, as they appertain to the great Son of 


Devid, who is in a ſpecial manner ſtyl d his ſeed. 


als As to our ſelves in this Kingdom, we had this 
ears ground of Comfort left us, when our Foundations were 
gers haken. 


e Thus in the firſt Inſtance, the watchful Eye of Pro- 
vidence deſcry'd thoſe Works of Darkneſs, which _ 
C 2 it 
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but the Sons of Darkneſs were privy to; and' that good 


Providence which Wiſely and Graciouſly Directs and | 


and Over-rules the Affairs of Men, brought them to 
light juſt in their proper ſeaſon, thereby effeCtually 
preventing the Miſchicf that was delign'd; to the un- 
ſpeakable Joy of thoſe innocent and righteous Perſons 
who eſcap'd, and the great Surprize and Confuſion of 
the Conſpirators. a ä 


And ſo again in the other Inſtance, when our Hearts 
began to fail us for fear, from the expectation of 
thoſe Evils which ſeemd inevitably coming upon us, 
it pleas d God to find out a way for our Deliverance, by 
ſending his preſent Majeſty amongſt us; for whoſe 
coming all things were fo diſpos d by the ſame kind 
Providence, both the Winds and Seas and Hearts of 
Men (which are only in God's Hands) that none of 
his or our Enemies were able to prevent or withſtand 
him. And altho' ſince his firſt arrival we have had 


new Difficulties and Fears, yet, thanks be to God, we at 


preſent enjoy what we wiſh'd and pray'd and fought 
for, namely, a quiet Poſſeſſion of our Religion and 
our Liberties, under the direction and influence of a 
Legal Eſtabliſhment. 


If it be Objected, That it may ſeem too fond and 
partial to apply this Text to our ſelves, foraſmuch as it 
ſpeaks of Righteous Men; If the Foundations be deſtroyed, 
what can the Righteous do? whereas, God knows, Im- 
piety and Wickedneſs of all ſorts abound amongſt us. 
I Anſwer, It muſt be own'd to our Reproach, and 
ought to be improvd to our Humiliation, that the 
Charge is too true; by which the Goodneſs of God - 

thñe 


e 


—_— 
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he more illuſtrated, in taking Care of us ſo much be- 
ond our deſerts. But ſtill Ithink our Text may be fair- 
y applyed to our on Caſe, if we reflect upon both the 
Inſtances of our Deliverance. | 


In the firſt, it pleas d God not only to deliver a great 
umber of innocent and righteou Perſons, from a Maſ- 
acre intended by wicked and unrighteous Men; but by 
hat means allo to maintain the Profeſſion of his Truth, 
ogether with the righteous Laws and juſt Liberties of 
he People of this Nation. 


= And in the later Inſtance likewiſe the Profeſſors of 
) od's true Religiag were delger'd from the Deſigns of 

ole wm 8 * — — 

ind uperſtitious, Idolatrous and Antichriſtian Zealots; and 


hoſe Laws of our Country, which are the Rules of 
ight within this Realm, were by this Deliverance pre- 
rv'd to us. And therefore tis well expreſt in the Of- 
ce for this Day, where we acknowledge the Power and 


g . lercy of God, which in all Ages he hath ſhewed, in the mi- 
1 widous and gracious Deliverances of his Church, and the 
1 a rotection 4 righteous and religious Kings and States, pro- 

| ing his boly and eternal Truth, from the wicked Conſpi- 


acies and malicious Practices of all the Enemies thereof. 
o that we may reaſonably conclude, that becauſe the 
Ugbteons Lord loveth Righteouſneſs, therefore he hath- 


and rought out theſe Deliverances for us, tho we have 
as it hav 
1 altogether unworthy of them. + | 0 
oye erties n 
— Thus I have done with the four particulars I propos d 
and em the Text. I ſhall only beg leave to deduce an In- 


crence or two from what has been ſaid, and ſo con- 


Fir#, 


de, :_: 
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Firit, This may reaſonably filence the complaints ev 
the Rowiſh Faction, with reſpect to the ſeeming ſeverity Cor 
of our Laws againſt them, and particularly againſt the 
Prieſts of that Communion. It the Laws of God and 
our Country are, as we have heard, the Foundations 
our publick Peace and Safety, and if the Zealots of that 
Communion have conſtantly made it their buſineſs to 

ruine theſe Foundations, nay if their very Principle 
oblige them to do this, the great Law of Self-preſervatin 
will abundantly juſtity our Legiſlators upon this Article ot 
The truth is, all the Laws which they complain of have 
been plainly extorted from the Government, againſt the 
Temper of the Eugliſ 9 Nation by their ſediti 


ous and dangerous Practicès. Tis well known what At Se: 
tempts they have perpetually made both upon ounce: 
Church and State, from the beginning of the Reform- His! 


tion to this time. That accurſed Conſpiracy contriviWign: 
and carryed on in the Reign of King James the Bri, 
juſtify'd by thoſe that ſuffer'd for it upon the Principle 
of their Religion, and abetted by ſo many confiderabl: 
Members of their Church, were it (elf ſufficient to have 
Juſtify'd greater Severities than have been yet exercisd 
towards them. And the manifeſt, open Attempt in th:Wnctii 
late Reign, to ſubvert the whole Conſtitution at once iſdo 
will not only ferve to vindicate what has been done up- con! 
on that account, but farther to warn us to ſtand ſtri!y 
on our Guard for the future, againſt Men whoſe Malice 
is implacable, whoſe Tempers are reſtleſs, and whose 
Principles are never to be truſted 


Beſides, tis Impudence in them to mention the word wit 
Perſecution. If after all the Provocations which they 
| have 
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) gave given, they were dealt with as our Brethren in a 
Neighbouring Country now are (whoſe Condition is 
ever to be mention'd or thought of without the utmoſt 
ommiſeration, and moſt hearty Prayers for their Deli- 
erance) then they might complain of Perſecution in 


ts off 
erity 
t the 


and good carnelt. 
2s of 1 | 
tha Tis not for Faith nor for Religion, that our Laws at 
ſs tiny time bear hard upon them: but tis becauſe, as our 


Dffice well expreiles it, they have turn d Faith into Fa- 
lion, and Religion into Rebellion; tis becauſe they have 
ot only vilely corrupted Chriſtianity, but abandon d 
e Principles and Precepts even of natural Religion it 


iples 
At ion 
ticks, 
have 


ſt thei. 

editi- . IE: 

it A Secondly, The Confideration of our frequent Delive- 
1 ounces from this fort of Men, and particularly thoſe we 


is Day Commemorate, ſhould fill our Souls with un- 


orms 
igned Thankfulneſs to God, the Author of them. 


1trivd 


Fri, hat our whole Fabrick did not fall, when onr Fouuda- 
ciplsMW-s were thus ſhaken, is owing to that Lord, who is in 
erableW holy Temple, to him whoſe Throne is in Heaven, &c.. 
) have is is the great End of ſetting apart ſuch Days as this, 


at our Minds may be excited to call to remembrance the- 
nefits we have'receiv'd, and to own the Power, the 


ercisd 
in the 


t once iſdom and the Goodneſs of the Divine Providence, 
ne ur conferring them upon us. | 
(tritly | 


Malice 
whol: 


And if we would be thorowly ſenſible of the bleſſ- 
> of our Deliverance, we (hall do well to reflect up- 
the State of thoſe Proteſtants who live under the 
preſſion of the Roman Yoke. Were we well acquaint- 
with the Diſcipline of the I-quiſtors in Spain, or the 


Dragoons. 


> word 
they 
have 
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Dragoons in France, we ſhould: know how to value the 
Privileges we enjoy. Could we hear the complaint 
and ſighs and groans of thoſe our perſecuted Bretheren 
who are ſeperated from their neareſt and deareſt Re. 
lations, confined in Monaſteries and Priſons, or con- 
demned to Gallys ;; could we be ſenſible of (what i 
yet worle y the inward Terrors of thoſe who have beer 
tempted to ſubſcribe to that Faith which they belier 
in their Hearts to be falſe, and to attend at that Wor: 
ſhip which they deteſt as ſuperſtitions and idolatrous; 
in a word, could we duly repreſent to our Though 
the deplorable Condition of thoſe, who are neither 
allowed to profeſs the Religion which they are of, in 
their own Country, nor to relinquiſh their Country 
and their Poſſeſſions for®he ſake of it; who are nei 
ther permitted to live as Chriſtians, nor to dye at ona 
as Martyrs ; we ſhould then know how to be thankfu 
for the Deliverances of this day. Eo 


LH £- 3 & * WW 
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And what after all is the Ground of theſe unchriſtiat 
and inhumaine Proceedings? Surely theſe Proteſtants 
are Monſters of Men, guilty of ſome very extravagan 
and unheard of Crimes. No ſuch matter. Their Crims 
are theſe. They cannot be perſuaded to believe that 
Bread and Wine are the natural Body and Blood d 
Chriſt. They do not think it lawful to worſhip Cre 
tures together with the Creator of all. They will nd 
make uſe of other Mediators, beſides that One, whon 
God himſelf hath appointed. They judge the uſe d 


Images in religious Worſhip to be diſagreeable both ti a q 
the Command and to the Nature of God. They wi = 


not acknowlege him to be the Head of Chriſt's Church 


and his ſupreme Vicar upon Earth, to whom the = 
* ; racten 


— 
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e the ters ers of Antichriſt do much bexter 2 

lains BW ano that Church to be TnfalliÞle, which t key are Lü Tur 
1cren, Bl has ſo gtotly and ſo dangeroufly" Erted. Theſ? 

t Re. Grounds of the Conteſt betiveen the Church of Ba 
con. and Protellange: 49-1 roy 8 — Y 
hat ij Dunn denn 03 

> been 80 chat in ſhort, Had we i Kaba dilivered* as on 
eliene this Day, we maſt either have own'd theſe abſurd 
Wor Dodtrines, and comply'd with theſe corrupt Practices; 
rou;o or elſe have been contented to have ſhar d with our Bre- 
dugho thren in their ſufferings for the Truth's ſake. This there- 
eitbaſſ fore is the Ground of our thankfulneſs to God upon this 
of, i Occaſion,” That he hath reſened us from ſo great and 
Zuntr) apparent ' Dangers, from which not our Merit, but his 
e nei Mercy; not our . 5. but bis Providence bath jet 


t on> 
1. 
ankil 
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Thirdly, it will becultns us to telle our 999; Senſe 
of the Divine Goodneſs, by a demeanor ſuitable to 


Criſt the Obligations we lie under. 
eſtant 
S5 Have our Laws been preſery vd to us? Let ns hernicefor- 


e tha 
ood 0 
Cres 
ill not 
who 


ward be true to them, nen both the Ex- 
teams by which they may beendanger'd ; eitlier that of 
fondly admiring and bot Arbitrdry Power on the 
— hand; or abetting Faction and bf on the 
other. 8 
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= g 3 Liberties: ſectired? Let us hed (aber 
y 1 and wiſely z neither baſely Ns, them at any time; 
1 rol nor abuſing them! to licenciouſnefs, | =_ — 


> Chi 
racten 


= ls 


Let us eſpecial Mars: to those t ant funda- 
n Laws, * Truth, _ Juſtice, ra and — 
WS 


pred: They will x 


— 


Laws which ,equally .oblige.all. Nations, and all Con. 
ditions of Men, and why 33 by an Autho- 
rity ſuperior to that of the higheſt Legiflators upon 
Earth. Tis in Vain to think, that any Body. of 
Human Laws, tho never ſo wiſely fram d, can render 2 
Nation Happy, if theſe great Darß an COME once to 
be generally flighted and neglected. Whenever the 
greater part of a Community ſhall caſt off their regard to 
the Laws of Almighty God, founded in Nature, it is cer- 
tain thenceforward they will retain no more Reverence 
for thoſe of their Country; and the particular Laws of 
any Country — 2 and baffled in ſuch 
a Caſe, by the number and power of Tranſgreſſors, 
For which Reaſon tis highly fat, that thoſe Laws of 
the Realm eſpecially, which are made for the encou- 
raging Piety and Virtue, and the ſuppreſſing Debauche- 
ry, and Vice, ſhould, be maintain d in their Vigor, and 
the Penalties. which they denounce inflicted with an im- 
partial and even hand. inn 


Einally, Is our Religion Eſtapliſ d. (Laan, the Pro- 
teſſiono the 1 \paltalical.Rcligion, as freed from 
che eyil. mixtures of the Rows Faith and Practices) Lr 
us rake care to adorn this our Profeſſion with ſuitable 
Manpers., | The en of elle Religion, 15\to make 
us good Men; and the Excellency of that Religion 
which we profeſs, above that of the Church of Nome 
lies.in this, That, it direqs us, in the ærue way to Eternal 


Life, by teaching, us our. Duty:both to God and Man 


more truly and fully, and by afſording us greater Helps 
and Advantages for the Practice of what is taught; and 
unſpeakably.;beholfen. to the, divine, Goodneſs 
but the ate altogether ipcxcuſs 

C} | E, 
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ble, and our condemnation will be ſo mucl the heavier, 


f our Practices bear no proportion to theſe Advantagesʒ 
nſomuch that a Member of the Roman Church, who 


— ruly fears and reverences Almighty God, is juſt and 
der z Charitable, ſober and chaſte, in whom the Principles of + 
atural Religion, and our common Chriſtianity, aſ- 


the Miltzd by the Grace of God, have in ſome good mea- 
rd to Mare prevail'd againſt the falſe and corrupt Principles 
5 cer. f that Church, ſuch an one I fay, will riſe up in 
rence adgment againſt, and condemn an ungodly, a pro- 


dhane, a falſe and unjuſt, an intemperate and im- 
ure Proteſtant. © ROSIE oF wndtd<X 6 th 


To conclude. We are all highly concern d to pro- 
ote, as much as in us lies, Peace and Concord a- 
1ongſt our ſelves. There is nothing after all that gives 
d juſt a Scandal, or ſo great an Advantage to thoſe 
f the Romiſo Communion, as the Divifions of Pro- 
ſtants; and tis ſtrange, that after the long Ex- 
rience we of this Nation have had, of the Adyan- 
ges whieh they have cortinually made af this 
r Weakneſs, we are not yet become more thorx 
nſible of it. We of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, and 
that Profeſs the Proteſtant Religion in this King- ' 
om, have in both the Inſtances of the Day partaken 7 
common Deliverance. Let us therefore ſhew-ogr 
ratitude to Almighty God, and our concern for the 
blck Good, both of the Nation, and the Cheb ee 
od amongſt us, by joyning together in promoting thjge 
elfare of both. es ſo, then may we — 3 
r Foundations ſhall never be deftroged ;, and if at any 

e they ſhall be again attemptèd, we may conclude 

th the Pſalmiſt, The Lord is in hir holy Temple, &c. 
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